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          Commentary For V For Vendetta

The central theme of V for Vendetta is freedom and its relationship with anarchy, or the absence of government. V describes himself as an anarchist (as does Alan Moore, the author) — one who believes that all governmental authority is corrupt because it infringes on human freedom. V’s actions, and thus, the plot of the graphic novel, reflect his commitment to freedom. It’s clear from the start that the fictional Norsefire government of England in V for Vendetta is guilty of restricting human freedom. We see some of the ways Norsefire does this: forbidding people from reading what they want to read, throwing people in jail simply because of their sexual orientation or skin color, and sending the elderly to gas chambers to die. It’s no coincidence that the radio broadcasting system use by Norsefire is called the “Voice of Fate”—Fate is, after all, the opposite of freedom. Evey Hammond and V, the two main characters of V for Vendetta, despise the Norsefire government—as Evey puts it succinctly, “We shouldn’t have to live like this.” But if Evey objects to Norsefire’s tyranny, how does she want to live? What would a “free” society, as understood by Evey and V, look like? While it’s impossible to answer this question in just a few sentences, one relevant distinction that Moore makes is the distinction between “freedom to … ” and “freedom from...” The “freedom to …” model suggests that freedom is, simply put, a matter of doing whatever one wants—living in the land of “do-as-you-please,” as V puts it. The “freedom from…” model suggests that freedom isn’t just a matter of doing what you want—freedom also involves freeing oneself from ignorance, weakness, etc. This requires education, discipline, and hard work. 
Over the course of V for Vendetta, it becomes increasingly clear that Moore favors the “freedom from…” model of freedom. It’s not enough to simply release people from their servitude to a government—this becomes apparent when V shuts down government institutions for three days, and enormous, bloody riots break out throughout England. True freedom, V maintains, takes hard work. (To quote an old tautology, freedom is not free.) People need to free themselves from the prisons of their governments, but also the prisons of their own minds. This helps to explain why V is constantly reading, studying, and learning. More disconcertingly, it helps us understand why V kidnaps Evey and tortures her for weeks. V wants to “free” Evey from the weakness of her own desire for happiness—“happiness,” as he later says, “is the most insidious prison of all.” At the end of V for Vendetta, London is still in a state of chaos. Moore has suggested that true freedom requires education and training—otherwise freedom is nothing but violence and anarchy. This raises all sorts of questions: Does this mean that freedom involves a teacher, a kind of authority figure? What form would a truly free society take? Do people need guidance to achieve true freedom, or can they figure it out for themselves? Wisely, Moore doesn’t try to answer all of these questions—instead he leaves us, as readers, “free” to make up our own minds. 
In the world of V for Vendetta, the government clearly controls everything. In a democratic society, however, the balance should be the exact opposite. As “V” says, “People should not be afraid of their governments. Governments should be afraid of their people.” Although American society still has most of its fundamental freedoms, some aspects are troubling. The Patriot Act is a classic example of people eroding their rights in favor of safety. The government passed a law that allows for search and seizure without a warrant, denying terror suspects access to legal counsel and holding them indefinitely without charge or trial. Despite this type of law arguably being unconstitutional, the government passed it anyway without any marked resistance from the public. “V” addresses this eerie resemblance during his broadcast speech: “I know why you did it. I know you were afraid. Who wouldn’t be? War, terror, disease. There were a myriad of problems which conspired to corrupt your reason and rob you of your common sense. Fear got the best of you, and in your panic, you turned to the now high chancellor, Adam Sutler. He promised you order, he promised you peace, and all he demanded in return was your silent, obedient consent.” Poverty, disticntly marked social stratification, and the actions dictatorship with are all classical markers of the dystopian society in V for Vendetta. It's fairly easy to see the nature of this dystopia, so I am assuming that the actual word "dystopian" was giving you trouble. Essentially, a dystopia is humanity's "worst case scenario." It is often portayed in fiction through means of war, economic depression, nuclear fallout, rioting, tyrannical dictatorships, and pretty much every type of human suffering imaginable. Dystopian fiction is the creation of a nightmare world, or dystopia. Many novels combine both Utopian and Dystopian themes, often as a metaphor for the different directions humanity can take in its choices, ending up with one of two possible futures. Both utopias and dystopias are commonly found in science fiction and other speculative fiction genres, and arguably are by definition a type of speculative fiction. Elements from "V for Vendetta", the society is rule by the dude can't remember his name in dictatorship, society is full of fear and corruption. everything you can think of as a bad society is in there.
V for Vendetta was a work of major cultural importance for over a decade before the 2005 film adaption helped spread the messages and themes of the film worldwide. Originally in publication from March 1982 through May 1989, V for Vendetta is the brainchild of Alan Moore, who is widely considered to be one of the greatest comic book writers of all time. The film centers on V, a terrorist out to destroy the fascist government of dystopian future England. While the film itself makes many important points about freedom, liberty, individual choice, and the damage totalitarian control does to them, what makes this film remarkably relatable to the current cultural and political atmosphere of the world, American in particular, is its ability to unite all of these themes under one symbol: the Guy Fawkes mask. The Guy Fawkes mask has a long history, dating back to 1605 and the failed Gunpowder Plot, to its current use as a symbol for protest and the power of revolt. V for Vendetta, by augmenting a preexisting historical figure, has changed the way that the youth of the world protest, both socially and politically, by giving all protesters a single symbol to express their ideals. A central element of V for Vendetta is the attempted assassination of King James VI and I, commonly referred to as the Gunpowder Plot of 1605. Led by Robert Catesby, Guy Fawkes and several others plotted to blow up the House of Lords during the State Opening of England’s Parliament on November 5, 1605. After the destruction of the House of Lords there was to be a popular revolt in the Midlands, but the plan was foiled via an anonymous letter that one of the plotters sent to warn a fellow catholic and ensure his safety. Catesby, Fawkes, and the rest of their conspirators, who had not already fled after hearing news of the plot’s failure, were captured and eventually executed. After these events the people lit bonfires in the street to celebrate the king’s survival. 
Eventually the ceremony evolved into a national holiday, and every fifth of November England would celebrate Guy Fawkes Night, where people would burn effigies with Guy Fawkes masks on and light fireworks to celebrate the assassination plot’s failure. At this point in time Fawkes’ name was synonymous with treason and failure, but this would all change in 1982 with the start of V for Vendetta’s publication. After the film adaption was released in 2005 the stylized version of the Guy Fawkes mask used by the comic’s protagonist V came to represent protest and the desire for change. Protesters throughout the world wear Guy Fawkes masks to illustrate their disdain for whatever establishment or law they may be protesting. All of these people pulled together beneath a mask for the simple fact that, as V himself said in the film’s climax, “Beneath this mask there is more than flesh. V, the film’s protagonist and a wanted terrorist, was once a prisoner in one of the Norsefire’s concentration camps. During his stay he and many others were studied and subjected to various experiments. V, however, managed to escape and plotted out revenge for ten years before finally resurfacing as a terrorist driven to bring down the fascist government and install anarchy upon England. As one can imagine there was much controversy surrounding the creation of this film as it deals with many hot button issues such as homosexuality, totalitarianism, criticism of religion, and terrorism. However the film even gained negative feedback from the author of the original comic, Alan Moore, who stated that, the Hollywood script for the film had watered down the anarchist ideology of the original and had instead turned it into a story of ‘current American neo-conservatism vs. current American liberalism.’ 
The film, while set in the year 2030, is really a commentary about America and its policies since the September 11th terrorist attacks. This is in contrast to the graphic novel, which is a commentary on Britain and the political climate of the early 1980s. In the film, when V forces his way onto TV after destroying the Old Bailey, he does so that knowing that if he hadn’t, the government would have covered it up as construction work or as an attack by Islamic extremists. V instead takes his place in front of the camera and explains his actions for all of England:
The truth is, there is something terribly wrong with this country, isn’t there? Cruelty and injustice, intolerance and oppression. And where once you had the freedom to object, to think and speak as you saw fit, you now have censors and systems of surveillance, coercing your conformity and soliciting your submission. How did this happen? Who is to blame? Certainly there are those who are more responsible than others and they will be held accountable, but again, truth be told, if you are looking for the guilty, you need only to look into a mirror. Alan Moore has said before that ‘when you’re talking about the future, you’re actually talking about the present.’ That is exactly what V for Vendetta is doing. For V, too many freedoms have been traded for the so-called peace that the Norsefire party has given England. This speech is his wake up call to all of England. He calls upon the citizens of Britain to take responsibility for what they have allowed to happen to their government as well as to stand up for their lost liberties. This is a direct parallel to the liberties American citizens lost after the passing of the Patriot Act and other similar bills that violate the privacy of citizens. From the onset of the film the Norsefire government is shown to be repressive and hell-bent on instilling fear into its citizens. We open with the corrupt secret police attempting to rape Evey because she was out past her curfew. 
To further drive home the idea that the government has repressed its people much of the film takes place underground in hidden lairs, with scenes composed of tight close up and medium shots. Both the government and the frame in the first half of this film are strangling the characters, forcing them into tight situations and places with little breathing room. Evey is the character that is meant to act as a stand in for the audience member, as she is the most relatable of the main cast. Just like how Evey has been repressed by the Norsefire government all her life, the audience is meant to feel repressed by the tight camera angles. Evey is eventually captured by the Norsefire and tortured for information regarding V. The angles on Evey seem to get tighter than ever as the government has become ever more involved in repressing Evey, and through Evey the viewers, freedom. 
Once Evey learns to accept her fate and stops fearing her government she is immediately set go, and learns that the imprisonment and torture was a trick preformed on her by V. Stunned by this, V takes Evey outside in the rain to calm her down, where she is baptized in the rain, washing away all of her years of fear the Norsefire has instilled in her. This is the scene that is meant to inspire the audience, as it has inspired Evey, to take action and fight back against the repressive government. As Brian Ott explains in his own analysis of the political implications of V for Vendetta, “The scene is wrenching for viewers, who learn, along with Evey, that willingly sacrificing one’s freedoms in the name of nationalism is its own kind of imprisonment. The rebellious energy that has been stirred up in Evey and, by extension, the audience must be released”. This film is designed to call the viewers to action; to call them all to stand up for their liberties that have been taken away, and to warn us to not to let it get as bad as it has in the film. V for Vendetta is rich with recurring themes and motifs. 
V wears the Guy Fawkes mask to hide his burns and scars, as can be seen in the scene where he makes Evey breakfast with his gloves off. However by wearing the mask and never revealing his identity, he transcending his limits as a human being and becomes only the ideal he fights for: liberty. His enemies, the Norsefire party, borrow heavily from both real world totalitarian regimes and fictional ones. The party’s leader, High Chancellor Adam Sulter, delivers his speeches in a very similar fashion to how Adolf Hitler delivered his speeches. Sulter, similarly to Big Brother from George Orwell’s 1984, mostly appears on large television screens in many different parts of the city to symbolize his power and ever looking gaze. Both the Norsefire and the Nazis targeted ethnic minorities; only the Norsefire’s main targets are Muslims while the Nazis targeted Jews. Throughout the film there is a repeated reference to the letter ‘V’ and the number five. When V first meets Evey, he recites a monologue containing 48 words that start with the letter V. During his imprisonment in the concentration camp V was held in cell V, and Evey did as well during her staged imprisonment. During V’s dance with Evey, he plays the fifth song in the jukebox, and when V confronts Creedy in his greenhouse V plays Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. 
V as a character is not designed to be an absolute good, nor is he designed to be an absolute evil. He kills those who were involved in his torture while at the Norsefire’s concentration camp and destroys national landmarks, yet at the same time he is doing so in the name of restoring something that England had lost so long ago, it’s freedom. V’s character is meant to inspire thought about whether he is right or wrong, insane or sane, criminal or hero. Towards the end of the film investigator Finch, the detective who had been researching V, starts asking questions about the validity of the government’s story of the biological attack that was blamed on religious extremists. He gathers information to suggest that it was the Norsefire behind the attacks, and not radical Muslims. At this point Finch is able to understand V and his motivation. After all, “The terrorist is, in fact, reacting to an act of state terrorism. Why should one be more legitimate than the other?”. At this point in the film both V and the government are responsible for terroristic acts. V’s acts of terrorism are to wake up the people of England to what they have lost, while the Norsefire’s act of terrorism are to suppress the people through fear. V for Vendetta is not a film that opts to engage in the easy to understand good versus evil mentality, instead choosing to ask the question ‘can terrorism be justified?’ 
V for Vendetta has given protesters a symbol to unite under. Whether one is protesting taxpayer-funded bailouts for banks, the Church of Scientology, or just the corruption of government in general, the Guy Fawkes mask unites all people as fighters for a greater good. The film, however, is clearly not a call to violence, as Mararita Carretero-González explains in her article ‘Sympathy for the Devil: The Hero is a Terrorist in V for Vendetta,’ “This should not, however, convince us that the film condones terrorism…it rather invites us to understand the reasons why, on some occasions, some people may resort to abhorrent violence before easily labeling them”. While many protesters use the Guy Fawkes mask to symbolize their unity, the online hacking group known as Anonymous also uses the mask to illustrate the power the Internet bestows upon those who know the in and outs of code. Just like V’s true identity was never revealed, the members of Anonymous do not reveal themselves, opting instead to stand for the idea of Internet freedom. Widely regarded by news outlets and major corporations as a group of on online criminals, Anonymous raids websites that are owned by big companies that attempt to finder free speech or Internet freedom. The members of Anonymous have taken the mask symbol to a whole new level that is only possible because of the Internet. The controversial document leaking website Wikileaks has also been contributing to the idea of free information and corporate transparency lately. Founder Julian Assange has also been known to protest while wearing a Guy Fawkes mask. While all of these groups and protests could still happen without the existence of V for Vendetta, V gave them a symbol to rally behind. 
V for Vendetta is a complex, mind-turning thriller that did more than entertain audiences; it gave them a symbol under which to unite against tyranny. The Guy Fawkes mask, while having a long history dating back to the Gunpowder plot of 1605, has been transformed from something to be burned for treason into something to be worn for pride. Taking the graphic novel’s original storyline and making it reflect America’s current political atmosphere gave the film a deeper meaning than if it had just been about Britain in the 1980s. It encouraged Americans to stand up for the rights they were losing under the Bush administration. Indeed, V for Vendetta not only changed the way that the youth of the world view their ability to change the world, but it has completely reshaped the face of protest. Now, protesters wear the face of Guy Fawkes when facing tyranny.






